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85 AMERICALN PRESS = 'S5 ISRAEL - THVESTIGATICH S
INTO THE COLLISION OF WINH LOSS OF LIVE CN 29
TOBLR 1959 - S -

'ACTION BY THZ COMMANDANT

The Findings of fact of the investlgaulnﬂ officer and the 1mpllcatien therein'
.‘C‘F

hat them51taab on was. ohe in which cr0531nﬂ rules apdlled are apprdved.
' -~

,“arafva hlecf the‘conc1u51ons is approved.=
_Paragraph 2 of the conclusions is approved with ‘the eXCED stion of the second,

‘sentance. The record indicstes that the bridgze persomei of both Vessel'ﬁ
were directing all atuentlon to the developing navigation situnbion and Yrere

Paragraph 3 of the conclusions is approved with modification.: The conditions -
-descrived by the investigating officcw are basically correct and should %o o
ertglnlj dictate caution but the contenticn that these conditions presen
a situation hazardous in nhe exuremu is not coacurred in nor i Vit.supportéa
by tde record. Sl

Paragraph L of the conclusions is approved.

Paragraph & of the conclusiens is disapprov ed. Pilot Jones! testimony as to
what his onc-blast signals were meant to convey is. 'unquestionably'cbnfused"
but only to the extont of whether ha considered the situation one of crossing .
vessels or onsg of meeting vesscls. Oh paae 90 of the record are the follow1ng -

KCO rpis from his tuutlﬂOAJ.

Hoseosol Neard uo anov-v to the cive blast; so T blew him one more = -
blast of thz whistls, and upon gebiing no aniwer from the second chey -
I stooped my ship aﬁd I blew an alarm, a danger signal and one, and -
I still heard o answer, So then I anKLu w7 Eip, went full astern
on the engines, ou the Lelvérwnhg and after I had been baciking for
sbout 30 seconds, the ship secmud to alber bis course to starboards . B
So I suapped my engines, witn i he trhough’ that I, being the pr:vileped'f Sy
vessel, I may want to niviysie across hla bow lf e so answeroa e and Co
gaVQ ne the rigib) eessa” o




" collided with tne 5 ISRAEL at the confluence of the North znd East Ri vers7'
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Subj: S8 AMERTIAN FRESS, Collision with SS ISRAFL with loss of life

on 29 October 1959, in New York Harbor
- Findings of Fact -

1. ©On 29 Ociober 1959 at app“ox"nately 2006 EST the ss AMERICAN Pﬁhss

~in New Yorf Harvor, with the loss of one life,

2.  The Su AMERICAN FRISS, 0.N. 247590, is a C2 type cargo vessel of = .-
8,277 gross tons, 1,900 net tons, built in Oakland, C;liforni& in 19L5
ond owned and operated by U.S. Lines, Incﬁ, 1 nrOad vy, New York, N Y e
The Master on subject dzte was Geor ge A, Vickers, lbLD Sheffield Rosd,
“Raltimore, Maryland. Ad the time of the casualty, the vessel was belng ;
conned by docking pilot Arthur A. Biagi, 52 George Lvenue, 0ld Bridge, LT
New Jersey. The AMERICAN ZRESS is equipped with a course recorder and = - o0 od
radar, neither of which vwas in operation ai the time of the colliszion. o
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%« The 53 T32RASL is a eombination cargc and passengar vessel of 9,853
gross tons, built in 1955 with accommodations for 300 passengers, owned
n4d operated by Zim Israel Navigation Company, Haifa, .irasi. Daniel V.
Jones, Sandy ”* ok Pilot, uzs conning the vessel at the time of the :
casualty. The ISRAEL is equipped with = radar which was not in operation,

and & course ﬁﬂcorder'ynic} was functloning but not syncﬁronlzau w;tn uhe ' '-',’i
shipts clocks, nor annotated in any way. '

The weathor on subject cate was dark and clear with good v1sibllity

X
nd light northWﬂs,erly airs., 4. the time and plsce of uhlS casualty
there was aboul one koot of eob current, ..

'wrr‘.

On subject date both vessels we*e'opera ing with one bo;ler.- However,

en;mef“1 z perscnnel btestified that this in no way reduced the backing . 7o .
povier of either vessel, olthough it did limit ahead spesd in the ~:: of 7. -0

the ISRAFL to about 12 koobs through the wiier and in the case of .
AMERICAN PRESS to about 1l knots through the datere ' : -




- _-6. The AMERICAN PRD":S de“;arucd pier lz , Army Tarm:mal, Broo}....yn, N.Y.

'staruoard bow, about a miie off at 2020 hours at which tinc ths FRESS

* Liberty, and procesding on a course of about 02h° tree at 60 RPM, the
harbor full speed, or about 11 knots through the water. One blast vias

- 202h4e Three blasts were scunded to indicate this fact, and the three .

. no time, during the interval between Jirst. sighting and the col 11310:1,

and the vc,s..el progacded to piexr 61 N. ’2., New York, N.I.

8+ Deziel V. Jones. Sandy Hook Pilot, hoarded the SS ISRAEL a'b z(en'b S'breet

"1’11:. danger sigmal was then scunded ToXlovad by one_short blast. No sigpals '

ACS (T“ﬂS-OlCBQ 7)
16 Aug 1960 T

-enroute pier &1 N.R., &t 1950 TST on 29 October 1959, &t 1957 hours =
tne tugs iere dlSl‘l‘LS&."Q and a course was set to clear Gowanus Tlats . .
ghted Bell Buoy #2L. The ISRAEL was fivst sizhted two points on the

was about 1300 yards bearing 114° true fronm the torch of the Statue of

sounded on the whistle and the enzine telegraphs placed on slow ahead
at 2022, Yo reply was hesrd from the ISRAEL at this time. At 2023 the
engines were suopMd. The pilot stated that 1t appeared to him at 'bhls
time that the ISRAZL would pass safely ahead. One minute later it bacame .
apparent that a collision sitvation was developing and the engines of the ¥

PRESS were backed first at half speed at 2024 and then at full speed at - N

blasts heard from the ISRAEL at this time Were the first signals heard
from that veszsl by the bridge persomnel of the FPRESS. At about 2025 &
Captain Biagl ordered the anchor lot go and at ebout 2024 the stem. of vthe;
PRISS contacied i port side of the IbFAEL Just abaft the bridge. At:

vere any heln orders ziven by the m.lo‘b of the PRESS. The PRESS remained .
at anchor in the vicinik 24 unsil 2032 at which time the anchor was hova u;J

7s Accordinz ':3 uPChOI‘ be RTings taken b'r officers sboard ‘che PRESS
several minuics r the cullision %he vesselis positicn was q.*aﬁrox:_mtely
925 yards bc:.r;ng 302 c;ogrxeu tirue from Governors Islend .uivht L/L 1326, -
Bearings were not takon at the time of tho collision but tho testimony of -
deck officers of the FPRESS indicute the esiimated point of impact as bezl.n‘7
about 525 yards bearing 302 degrees true from Govar‘.ors .leand Light.

Brookiyn at about 1500 ST and was informed by the Master that the vessel
rould anchor off Staten Iszland before procesdinz to sea to enable boiler -3
renzirs o be effectad. The ISRAEL deported from the Kent Street pier atr :

19k5 EST. &% 1956 hours tha vessel was headed down thes river whereupon. T
_the dack:'_ng pilot end tug vore dismissed, and pilet Jones assumed the comn.

Tho vessel then proceeded down tie Hast River. At about 2020 hours while .
in the gresn ssctor of the East River Decpwater Directional Light, as shown .-
on © & G5 Chart #541 dated L Novembsr 1957, Rove 1-19-59, and anpromwately :
abzam of tie Hew York City F‘cr‘ v Slips, the AMERICAN PRESS was first -
sighted abO?.lv i points on thz port bow approximately a mile off. Gaptazn
Jones on the bridge of the ISRAEL immediat ely sounded one short biast on -
the sL.eon vhistle as the privileged vessel in a crossing situation as

permitted by _}3 C’“R 80.03. The spaed of tho ISRAEL was estimated by wit- .
nasses to be rhoud b kaots at this tims. Not hearing a renly to his flrst P
ic] .L ast i nl, Contain Jonss sounded zuctinsr single short blast and
g'—:‘ : ring PaTa) *e'r[’j}f 2T _“*3::)‘_1 The oF 3""‘i noel O.L 'L}'._ o ..Aﬂ_-_'u at rx.,bc-u.!.. 2022-

ere hesrd from the AMMICAN PRESS. At abou‘c 2023 the engines of the




| ISRAF'L were: backed at ;ull ‘speedds - p
- PRESS was altering course to the r:..ght, t.he engines wWere stopped. :
tain Jones indicated it was his intention to mavigate across the bow of

'-,:;_vessel. When it became apparent at 202l that there was danger of colli-
. sion, the engines were again backed at full speed. At about 2026 the ;
.. BMERICAN FRESS struck the port side of the ISRAEL 3ust abaft of the bridge.

.~ -Bearings were not taken ai the time of the ‘casvalty but the pilot ‘estinates

" the point as being about 600 yards bearlnu 339 degrees true 1r0m Gmrerno
- Island L:Lgh't. L/.b #1326. _

9. The master of the ISML roceived a renort inmedlately af'ber the -¢olli=
‘sion from hdis Chief Engineer indicated that water was entering the ongine:

. vessel in the vicinity of Fllis Island. Before these intentions could be
‘carried out however, a further report from the engine room indicated. that
' bearlng 259 degrees true 1500 yaxres from Govornors Island L:Lght ../L #132

le. The dzmage to the ISRAEZL e}ruended fron the boa't deck do%m to the r't.ur
of the bllge or: the port side. The most extensive damage occurred ;

- platform remaiving in | wlace.  The app*omate cost of reoairs ta he:
. vesse.g was &256,000.

1. The AVERICAN PRESS suffered damage to uhe .ﬁ..em and Yo plat:r.ng.
~ pairs amounted to f;pB,. »000. .

: _coll:x.sa,on.

the collision. Hls body was found in the vic:u.ni't.y of pier 26, North River

“tified by Dr. Wiezyk Stanislauf, Ship's Surgson, SS ISRAEL, by neans of .

. poormate David Gerber, and alsc by Captein Por, both of the ISRAEL. -The
. $doniification was mads in the presencs of New York City Medical Examiners

ths PRESS if he had been able to exchange one blast signals with tha

room, and ailer consultation with the pilot, it was decided to beach ‘the

the punps were now able to leep ahead of the incoming water and there wa
no’ danger of sinking. The vessel anchored at about 2035 in a posi'blon

area of the prcmenade dsck. ‘The gangway was torn off, only ‘the uppe:

12,  The position of the PRESS a't tiras oi‘ f:t.rst s:.ght:mg the TSFAI‘L"was
spproximately 1300 yards bearing 11l degrees true from the torch of the ©
Statue of Ilberty. From the above-mentionad position, the AMERICAN PRESS
could have exocubed a course ‘change to the right of as much ag twelve dg=
grees without crossing ths thirty foot curve. Had a course change: of
ten degrees to the right been ordered at the time of first sighling,
PRESS would have. pa.ssed 225 ya:cds ’so the r:n.ght of the est_mated pomt ef

13. Chaim Beniias O S. aboard the ISRAEL was missing imedlately after

Neow York on 21 Novesber 1959. The Police Department report desaribed t‘xe
body as follows: White mals, 35 years of age (es‘c.matad), :
in height, 160 pounds in uelght » medium bu:n.ld, no head, no. hands,.

badly manglad, decomposition in advanced stages. The body was _ater 1den

scars, Tha clothing on the torso was identified as that of Bemites ‘oy his

Teinbexrg ord Tilpern. The body was shippad to the next of kin in Haifa, I
vho is his wi 1,._.uam, rchdinv at 95 Yaffo St., Haifa, Israel.. Mrs. -
Benites was adsoiged of tho demise of her husband by American Israeli. Iine,
Inc. ‘fhe regularly assigned mooring station of Benites was al the gangway
seciring the handrails and stanchions. The second Bos'n’ Bornsnbea.n stabed
that Denites reported to him at #3 ha*ch abou’o 'ban minutes pn.or to Ha.
collision but did not remain there., _




1, That the AVERICAN PRE3S and the ISRAEL eollided 2t a peint approxime
7550 yards bearing 32l degrees true from Governors 1
" ‘at about 2026 EST on 29 October 1959 -

- 3_ ,'2.‘"That at the ﬁime of “ane casué]iﬁy_botﬁ' ﬁsaelﬁ-
- gation lights and sounding whistle signals.:

. vessel proceeding northward in this area is faced with several hagards
' ong being the aforementioned condition, whichy together with the

 a’vesselts iights. The foregoing conditions in-an ared of high traffie

proceeding as cbove, would be in most cases, the burdened vessel na

4. That 0.5. Chiin Benites of the ISRAEL was in the vicinity of ths gang:
way at the tine of the collision: hating raburned there aftar reporting

" @irect result of this casualty.. e e
.- B, That the contradiciory statements of Pilot Jones 'regarrﬁi'ng ﬁis:'in't)ég

* %ions when 2 blew the two one blast signals. (8ee pages 109-110 of tha
_transeriot of teStimorgr) ‘can be attributed to ne '

“uhere he could successfully keep clear of it,.shouvdd it become ne

¢ Iland Idght 1/

58618 Were showing propéd
“Phe ‘fact that neither vessel

heird the other's signal cdn possibly be attributed to ths preac

. of the bridge persomnsi concerned.. Thare is also the possibilit ‘tha
- both vessels were sownding their sigmals “similtaneously. .

3. That subject vessel did noﬁ's:-l‘.ghﬁ'eé.éh'bﬁ‘fér at a greater dis tice du
+o0 the buildings on Covernors Island blocking -the view of both pilots.- .

of lights in the vicimity of the Batbery; make it difficult to dis

density create an extremely hazardous situation,: Furthermore;:a:
tion to emerging Fas® River traffic with the consequent responsib:
keeping' clears | - e N

sacond Bos'n Bornshtein at #3 hatch, and nis death'is-sonsidered-to bea,

rvousness on his paz

+his investigation. -
‘ ST1g .

6. That the pilos of the PRESS Had sufficient depth of water on his
starboard hand to have executed a course change to the right if e 'hed
so chosen, S ST e e e T e

7. That the primary cause of this casualty was ‘the ‘excessiva Spet
tha AMERTCAL FPRESS wnder the circumsitances outlined in paragraph
clusions). Certainly the pilot of the PRESS was aware of the poa:
of emerging Fast River traffic and should have'reduced speed to the

The testimory of the pilot and mosier to the effect that the AMERICAN
PRESS was almost dead in the water at the time of the collision is. not:
borne out by the testimony and is equally refuted by the vast ..’axmpnt_»of-j

Cstructural damage to the hull of the ISRAEL. . . -
£, That the failwrs of the pilot of the PRESS to execute & CouUrse ciangs
+o tho vichi prior bo the colliision conbributed materially to this casualty.
Hed this been done, those on the bridge of the ISRAEL would have ‘been: beti
apprized of ths intentions of the FRESS. ... '+ - - I T
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16 August 1960, 228 (mus-oms%)

officer in Chnrge, Morins I_nspﬂctlon, New York
Cormeadent (V1) :
Command. r, Third Coast Guard Dn.s'brlct {m)

85 MMER. IF’A_I s_::, colli..:.on w;,uh S3 ISRAEL with loss of 11:.3

on 29 Ocbobsr 1959, in New York Hax*oor

1. Forwarc‘;d, .E»,pp'n,-cd. The disciplinary &.ction recemmended w1l bc.
initiates by this office and made the ouDjGut of subscquent reporis 1

. Cormandant (MVP).

" SECOND EXDORSEENT on Inv. OFf o ~Yewr »orlr, m'o of 16 August 1960

From:
S m

L0132
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}:,_\:.}rﬁ

By aipng c'bicn

29 Aoy °‘uS'b 1960

Commarder, Lhird Coazit Guar(. Distri C'b
Commardant (VI) '

1. Fo:ﬂrardec'i, epyproveds

Ly @rection
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